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Recommendations for Your Gardening Library
The Complete Guide to Restoring Your Soil
Dale Strickler. Storey Publishing, North Adams, MA, 2021. 352
pages. Publisher’s price, softcover: $24.95.

Beauty of the Wild: A Life Designing Landscapes
Inspired by Nature
Darrel Morrison. Library of American Landscape History, Amherst,
MA, 2021. 192 pages. Publisher’s price, hardcover: $40.

AIMED AT everyone who works the soil, and especially farmTODAY’S NATURALISTIC garden movement has deep roots. In

ers, this fascinating book takes a comprehensive look at why
our agricultural soils have become
so degraded and proven techniques
for soil restoration. The chilling reminder on the first few pages that
agriculture induced soil erosion
resulted in the collapse of most ancient civilizations underscores the
core message of this book: rebuilding our soils is key to the survival
of human beings.
The good news is we now know
how to rebuild our soils making
farms more profitable and resilient with the added benefit of
reducing atmospheric CO2. But to repair soil, we must first
understand soil. The beginning of the book has a thorough
primer on soil biology, paving the way to appreciating the winwin-win of moving away from soil-destructive tilling and fallowing: an increase in soil microbes and carbon sequestration
along with higher and more nutritious crop yields.
Strickland describes himself as being historically aligned with
the high-chemical no-till system of farming, so if you advocate for
organic farming and gardening like I do, approach this informative
book with an open mind. It might come as a surprise to some readers
to learn on one hand just how integral glyphosate is to no-till farming, while on the other, how integral tilling is to organic farming,
which makes for a moral quandary at the supermarket. Strickland
observes that the advent of glyphosate made no-till farming—with
its crucial soil building and carbon sequestering advantages—a reality, but now has reservations about its unintended effects.
So where do we go from here? Towards the end of the book
Strickler offers some alternatives. With an eye towards the future,
he highlights a successful no-till organic corn and soybean operation
in Kansas that proves no-till farming without chemicals is possible.
Excellent illustrations and personal anecdotes make this
well-researched book an enjoyable read from whatever angle
you approach farming or gardening. Strickland ends with a
cautionary, timely, yet hopeful message, encouraging us all to
work together to save our planet “one field, one pasture, one
garden at a time.”
—Charlotte Blome

Beauty of the Wild: A Life Designing Landscapes Inspired by Nature,
Darrel Morrison traces the origins of
nature-inspired design through his
own education and 60-year career as
a landscape architect and educator.
Morrison’s engaging writing reflects
his passion for teaching, and rewards
readers with lessons he harvested
throughout life, from his Iowa farm
roots to the legacies he’s written in
the landscape.
In the opening chapters, Morrison follows the evolution of his
design philosophy through his studies and early career. Morrison
marks his discovery of American Plants for American Gardens, by
ecologist Edith Roberts and landscape architect Elsa Rehmann,
as the foundation of his nature-based practice. This pivotal book
brought native plants into the spotlight and laid the groundwork
for an ecological approach to landscape design.
Morrison immersed himself in native plant communities,
studying patterns of species distribution and their associated textures, colors, and movement in the landscape. More than anything
else, the work of landscape architect Jens Jensen informed Morrison’s teaching career and design practice. Jensen’s uniquely North
American aesthetic, the Prairie Style, placed nature above all else,
integrating not only native plants, but topography and geographic
features into his designs.
Stunning photographs throughout the book, as well as Morrison’s own watercolor sketches, bring the landscapes in which he
worked and studied to life for the reader. These include some of the
nation’s most renowned ecological research sites, from Aldo Leopold’s famous Curtis Prairie (the world’s first ecological restoration)
to the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Texas. The projects
presented throughout the latter half of the book follow Morrison’s
career from Wisconsin to Georgia to New York and beyond.
Beauty of the Wild provides an abundance of lessons for gardeners and professionals alike in connecting ecology and design.
Given the ever-growing popularity of the naturalistic garden
movement, this insightful book is right on topic. 	
m
—Kim Toscano

Charlotte Blome is an ecological gardener who manages the horticulture program at the Shedd Aquarium in Chicago, Illinois.

Kim Toscano is a freelance writer and garden designer living in
Stillwater, Oklahoma.
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