





the city’s boulevards and
streets, and thousands of
elms were planted in Buffalo
at his direction. As a result
of Dutch elm disease, at its
worst in the 1960s, entire
neighborhoods lost their
glorious trees. Before long
the whole city was stripped
bare. Ironically Olmsted
and Vaux had opted to

plant Humboldt Parkway
with linden and tulip trees,
which presumably would
have survived the devasta-
tion of Dutch elm disease, if
they hadn’t been destroyed
to make way for a multilane
highway.

Finally, when Buffalo’s
heritage seemed all but lost,
new visionaries stepped
forward to take responsibil-
ity for their city’s future.
Money was raised to replant
the parkways. Local groups
organized to fight to place
Olmsted’s park and parkway
system, as well as the Park-
side neighborhood, onto the
National Register of Historic
Places. Preservationists suc-
cessfully fought for National
Historic Landmark status
for the Buffalo Psychiatric
Center. The Buffalo Olmsted
Parks Conservancy, modeled
on the Central Park Conser-
vancy, became the manager
of the Olmsted parks and
parkways on behalf of the
city. The conservancy’s over-
all plan includes the goal of
dismantling the expressway
and rebuilding Humboldt

Parkway as it used to be.
This option would have
been inconceivable not so
long ago.

On a recent trip to Buf-
falo, I decided to walk to
Delaware Park from my
mother's home. I went down
Chapin Parkway, two hun-
dred feet wide, with its six
rows of replanted trees lead-
ing me along the boulevard
as if through a stately forest.
The trees didn't yet meet in
a cathedral-like arch above
my head, but they were tall
and shapely. I rounded the
traffic circle at Soldier’s
Place and turned onto Lin-
coln Parkway, with its own
six rows of trees to lead me
onward. The park beckoned
in the distance. The sun was
out after a rainstorm, and
the damp leaves shimmered
and shone as the dazzling
light filtered among them.
With a sense of exaltation,

I walked through Freder-
ick Law Olmsted’s vision
of what a city could, and
should, be.

“Buffalo (including Niag-
ara),” writes Kowsky, “was
the client for which Olmsted
exercised the fullest mea-
sure of his genius.” In this
essential and remarkable
book, the author shows us
what the fullest measure of
Frederick Law Olmsted’s
genius looked like.

— Lauren Belfer
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