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preface

The asLa centennial reprint series comprises a small 
library of influential historical books about american 
landscape architecture. The titles were selected by a com-
mittee of distinguished historians and practitioners who 
identified them as classics, important in shaping design, 
planting, planning, and stewardship practices in the field 
and still relevant today. each is reprinted from the origi-
nal edition and introduced by a new essay that provides 
historical and contemporary perspective. The project was 
initiated by the Library of american Landscape History 
to commemorate the 1999 centennial of the american society 
of Landscape architects and funded by the Viburnum 
foundation.

The names and achievements of many early twentieth-
century landscape practitioners have become familiar to 
students of american landscape history, but information 
about frank a. Waugh (1869–1943) has been slow to 
emerge, in part because Waugh’s influence came primar-
ily through writing and teaching rather than design. His 
significance is illuminated here by Linda flint Mcclelland, 
who sees in Waugh’s life’s work unswerving advocacy  
for consideration of “the whole outlook,” as he put it,  
“the country landscape with all its hills, valleys, streams, 

vii
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lakes, forests, and cultivated fields—a commodity which 
. . . is of the very greatest importance to all our civilization.”

in Waugh’s view, the landscape architect was first and 
foremost an artist “capable of seeing, feeling, and under-
standing . . . the beauties of the landscape, and capable, 
too, of interpreting these beauties to others.” in 1902 he 
founded the department of landscape architecture at 
Massachusetts agricultural college (now the University 
of Massachusetts amherst), where he taught students to 
analyze landscape forms by studying corot and to under-
stand the music of a rushing stream by playing his flute 
for them beside it. among the practitioners he trained 
through these unconventional methods were several who 
became prominent in the profession: John noyes, stephen 
Hamblin, earle draper, a. d. Taylor, John W. Gregg, and 
conrad Wirth, the director of the national park service 
from 1951 to 1964. 

despite his romantic ideas about the transformative 
effects of landscape beauty, Waugh was also a realist, a 
passionate advocate of land use planning in an era of explo-
sive development. for many years he also served as a con-
sultant to the U.s. forestry service, where he advised on 
the design of roads, campgrounds, headquarter sites, 
trails, and viewing points. Waugh’s 1935 Landscape Con-
servation: Planning for the Restoration, Conservation, 
and Utilization of Wild Lands for Parks and Forests re-
flected insights gained through ecological studies he con-
ducted in the late 1920s and was republished as a training 
manual for the civilian conservation corps.
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Like Wilhelm Miller, also born in 1869, Waugh was a 
prolific and versatile author, publishing on a variety of 
topics, from pomology to horticulture to forestry to design. 
as did many of his colleagues (including Miller), Waugh 
felt a duty to teach new american homeowners how to 
make their properties orderly and attractive through the 
application of sound landscape principles. This was the 
impetus behind his Book of Landscape Gardening, first 
published in 1899, revised in 1912, and expanded in 1926, 
when Waugh added several photographs, including many 
he took himself. among the new images were tree-lined 
streets in amherst, the royal palace at koblenz on the 
rhine, new gardens in california, and ancient gardens in 
Japan. 

Mcclelland’s essay traces the changes in the subsequent 
editions of the book, noting Waugh’s shift in emphasis from 
village improvement toward conservation. aiming the 
last edition at the widest possible audience, the landscape 
architect wove in several inspirational epigraphs, includ-
ing passages by o. c. simonds (whose book, Landscape-
Gardening, published in 1920, covered many of the same 
topics) and verse by the chinese poet T’ao ch’ien. among 
the more than three hundred articles, essays, pamphlets, 
and books that Waugh produced over the course of his 
richly productive life, Book of Landscape Gardening is 
his most comprehensive statement on the art of landscape 
architecture. Mcclelland’s introduction provides a thor-
ough overview of this important work as it deftly situates 
Waugh in the context of his time and the new profession. 
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Her essay and extensive bibliography—the first published 
compendium of Waugh’s writings—offer critical infor-
mation about this influential figure.

robin karson, executive director
Library of American Landscape History

Amherst, Massachusetts

Library of american Landscape History, inc., a nonprofit 
organization, produces books and exhibitions about 
american landscape history. its mission is to educate and 
thereby promote thoughtful stewardship of the land.
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INTRODUCTION TO The  
RepRINT eDITION

by Linda Flint McClelland

Frank A. Waugh (1869–1943) had grown up on the plains, 
in Mcpherson, Kansas, the son of homesteaders who were 
expected to cultivate the earth and grow a forest in return 
for their land. his family’s difficulty in growing trees in a 
climate plagued by heavy drying winds, lack of rain, and 
temperature extremes made a lasting impression on 
Waugh and seems to have stimulated his interest in a 
career in horticulture. Indeed, in 1895–96, in three issues 
of Garden and Forest, Waugh wrote about the successes 
and failures of timber culture in his home district of 
Mcpherson, drawing attention to the suitability of the 
Osage orange, black walnut, and cottonwood for western 
planting. With some authority, he also pointed to the syc-
amores, Norway maples, and silver maples as the best 
street trees for the western plains.1

After Waugh’s move to the richly forested Northeast—
Burlington, Vermont, in 1895 and then Amherst, Massa-
chusetts, in 1902, where he remained for the rest of his 
life—trees became a central, lifelong focus and theme. he 
soon became a noted pomologist, writing books and arti-
cles about peaches, plums, and apples, and he also wrote 

xii



about roadside trees, trees for farm woodlots and small 
home grounds, trees that enveloped and screened garden 
rooms and outdoor theaters, and trees preserved in 
national and state parks and forests. Throughout his life 
Waugh’s interest in trees would reflect a striking dichot-
omy between practical, down-to-earth, and scientifically 
based knowledge and an almost romantic, poetic sense of 
beauty. In 1905 Waugh told readers of Country Life in 
America how to plant a tree, while five years later he 
wrote: “A single tree is beautiful in itself—the symmetry 
of the perfect elm or pine or palm satisfies the eye like the 
symmetry of a Greek temple.”2 More than twenty years 
later he would provide instructions for dressing the edge 

“pine Trees, Cape Cod.” The Landscape 
Beautiful (1910).



of a forest with informal groupings of trees and shrubs 
that blended into nature’s garden. 

This poetic sense led Waugh to write admiringly of the 
beeches in Berlin’s Tiergarten, to photograph the dappled 
rays of sunlight penetrating a deep forest (BLG, 48), and 
to find beauty in a solitary pair of pines fighting for sur-
vival on a windswept dune. A heightened awareness of 
the “landscape spirit” as expressed in trees remained with 
him, eventually finding its way into the etchings he cre-
ated in the last eight years of his life—many having as 
their topic a single tree or cluster of trees. In these images 
Waugh was able to convey the gentle sway of barren 
branches, riveted character of aging bark, and elongated 

Tulip Trees, etching, 1942. UMass Special Collections.
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shadows of winter; such images evoke an extremely rest-
ful and at times almost mystical mood.3

To Waugh, trees were “the most indispensable of mate-
rials for landscape making,” and in the Book of Landscape 
Gardening trees are the first plants to be considered among 
the gardener’s materials and are given the most thorough 
treatment in the text.4 They predominate thematically in 
the photographs that illustrate the third edition, many 
taken by Waugh himself. What distinguished Waugh’s 
treatment of trees from the handling of the topic in the 
popular garden writing of his time was an emphasis on 
landscape design and straightforward, practical advice, 
often conveyed in relatively few words. “In any save the 
smallest places the trees form the framework of the plant-
ings,” he wrote, noting that selection, placement, and care 
in growing plants must all be closely attended to or “the 
whole composition is apt to fall to pieces” (BLG, 163).

The Book of Landscape Gardening, one of more than 
twenty books Waugh wrote on a wide variety of subjects 
(along with more than 300 technical bulletins, reports, 
pamphlets, and magazine articles), is notable among con-
temporary titles in landscape architecture for having 
been issued in three editions over a span of twenty-seven 
years—the first in 1899 when Waugh was barely thirty, 
the second, lightly revised, in 1912, and the final one, 
revised and slightly expanded, in 1926. The publisher, 
Orange Judd Company, a well-respected house, consid-
ered the book a commercial success in the first two edi-
tions, which aimed to help students of landscape gardening 
and horticulture, park managers, estate owners, teachers, 



and garden club members. The third edition was even 
more popular, attracting readers among the swiftly in-
creasing number of new suburban homeowners in the 
decade following World War I.

To promote good design practices, Waugh emphasizes 
the art of landscape gardening, and he discusses in sepa-
rate chapters each of the formal principles that should 
guide the artist’s work: unity, variety, character, propri-
ety, motive (or theme), and finish (good care of individual 
plants). Following these he describes what were, in his 
view, the three major styles of this fine art: 1) natural—the 
Olmstedian style, derived from english landscape and 
parks, which had come to dominate landscape architec-
ture in America, and regional variations of it such as the 
so-called prairie style developed by Jens Jensen; 2) formal 

Naturalistic steps up hagbourne hill, designed by F. L. Olmsted for 
Boston’s Franklin park, in the 1912 edition of Landscape Gardening. 
photograph by George King.



Court of honor at the 1893 World’s Columbian exposition, as illustrated 
in the 1899 and 1912 editions of Landscape Gardening. photographer 
unknown.

Formal garden of emma Dakin in Amherst, Massachusetts. Formal Design 
in Landscape Architecture (1927). 
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or “architectural”—inspired by the 1893 Columbian 
exposition and the work of architect-artist Charles platt, 
whose Italian Gardens of 1894 spurred many American 
designers to emulate the great villas and palaces of europe; 
and 3) picturesque—derived from late eighteenth-century 
english writings about forest scenery and the sublime in 
nature and, by 1926, equated in Waugh’s mind with the 
symbolic depiction of nature in Japanese landscape gar-
dening. Unity being the first requirement of artistic design, 
Waugh cautioned readers that the styles should almost 
never be mixed in a single composition.

The book also contains practical advice on a variety of 
“general problems” such as street planting, improving 
farm and school yards, the handling of water in landscape 
designs, and laying out suburban home grounds. In the 
final sections it includes plentiful resources on plant mate-
rials (many genera of trees, shrubs, perennials, annuals, 
bulbs, and vines), and it points readers to what Waugh 
considered the essential books for beginners. 

Waugh’s annotated list of thirty-two books included 
some of what he considered the world’s greatest literature, 
including L’ Art des Jardins (1879) by French landscape 
architect edouard André and Gartengestaltung de Neuzeit 
(1906) by German designer Willy Lange (neither was trans-
lated into english). Among the most important American 
writings was the Introduction to the Study of Landscape 
Design by henry V. hubbard and Theodora Kimball, 
which was first published in 1917 and would remain the 
profession’s chief textbook for decades. As for his per- 
sonal favorites, Waugh praised O. C. Simonds’s Landscape-
Gardening for its “mature views on the main matters,” and 
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The Complete Garden by A. D. Taylor (one of Waugh’s first 
students) for its extensive lists of plants suitable for Ameri-
can gardens of different types and locations (BLG, 232).

By the time the third edition appeared, American land-
scape literature had grown considerably. The American 
Society of Landscape Architects, which had been orga-
nized in 1899, kept pace with this progress by publishing 
reviews in its quarterly, Landscape Architecture, and even 
funded the reprinting of several old classics, including 
those by humphry Repton (edited by John Nolen), prince 
hermann von pückler-Muskau (edited by Samuel parsons 
Jr. and also translated into english), A. J. Downing, and 
edward Kemp (the last two edited and revised by Waugh 
himself)—all of which appeared on Waugh’s reading list.

Waugh began to gain a sense of the artistic goals of land-
scape design as a student in horticulture at Kansas State 
Agricultural College (now Kansas State University) begin-
ning in 1886. he was fortunate to have as a teacher J. D. 
Walters, who headed KSAC’s Division of Industrial Draw-
ing and Design. educated in Switzerland, Walters taught 
Waugh drafting, free-hand drawing, and art history, and 
introduced him to landscape design through his work, with 
the help of the St. Louis landscape architect Maximilian 
Kern, in carrying out a new plan for the Kansas campus.5

Waugh continued his studies at KSAC after gradua-
tion, and he took his first teaching job in the fall of 1893 
at the new agricultural college in Stillwater, Oklahoma 
(now Oklahoma State University). It is not surprising that 
the topic of his master’s thesis was a preliminary plan for 
the new and somewhat barren Oklahoma campus. Walters 



likely introduced Waugh to the writings of Downing, Kemp, 
and Jacob Weidenmann, and also to Landscape Gardening 
(1891) by Samuel parsons Jr., the superintendent of New 
York’s Central park, which became a valuable resource 
for Waugh’s master’s project. Waugh’s plan reflected the 
preference of American designers for the natural style and 
depended in large part on the planting of suitable trees 
and shrubs, many native to the western plains.6 Later as 
a professor at the Massachusetts Agricultural College, 
Waugh would again become involved in campus plan-
ning. Soon after his arrival there, he began to make inqui-
ries about the ill-fated plan that Olmsted & Vaux had 
prepared for the college in 1866. By 1908, he had acquired 
copies of the written report from Frederick Law Olmsted 
Jr. (no graphic plan existed) and began to make use of its 
suggestions in his own recommendations for future cam-
pus growth and improvement. 

View of the Campus pond, c. 1919, at Massachusetts Agricultural College, 
designed by Waugh. UMass Special Collections. photographer unknown. 
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Olmsted believed that the ideal plan for an agricultural 
college must relate to 1) the special calling of the farmer; 
2) rural household affairs; and 3) the affairs of rural com-
munities. On the last topic, he wrote: “Nearly every farmer 
gives considerable thought to matters which are not those 
of his farm . . . but of the community generally, such as the 
common roads, bridges, schools, meeting houses, grave 
yards, monuments, libraries, and lyceums.”7 Waugh heeded 
Olmsted’s call for rural outreach, and in 1913 he insti-
tuted a program of civic instruction aimed at improving 
rural villages and the open countryside in Masssachu-
setts; the program would become a model for agricultural 
extension services that, funded by the Smith-Lever Act of 
1914, were soon offered at land-grant colleges nationwide. 

An event which had for the young Waugh (as for many 
others) a momentous impact was the World’s Columbian 
exposition at Chicago in 1893, where Olmsted Sr., Daniel 
h. Burnham, and many architects, artists, and sculptors 
created the “White City,” which included the naturalistic 
Wooded Island and the formal Court of honor. Waugh 
later wrote that “works of greater artistic merit will often 
be produced hereafter in America, but works of greater 
influence, never.” Of the millions who visited the fair, 
Waugh suspected that many “went home inspired with 
new ideas of beautiful things and with a determination 
to make their own homes more orderly and artistic, their 
own grounds more beautiful, and to give their home towns 
and cities something of the grandeur and magnificence of 
the White City beside Lake Michigan.” 8 The first edition 
of his Book of Landscape Gardening six years later must 
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have been partly aimed at those inspired homeowner-
designers. 

Two years after the exposition, Waugh moved to Vermont 
to become a professor of horticulture at the College of Agri-
culture. Soon he was occasionally writing for and no doubt 
attentively reading the magazine Garden and Forest 
(1888–97), which likely had as great an impact on the 
burgeoning profession of landscape architecture as the 
Chicago exposition. The densely packed weekly was “con-
ducted” by Charles Sprague Sargent, head of the Arnold 
Arboretum in Boston, and edited by William Stiles, an 
editor at the New York Tribune who was considered a 
penetrating literary stylist and who wrote many of the 
editorials. here Waugh read reports of horticultural 
advances, profiles of outstanding landscapes, and pro-
vocative editorial commentary on such timely issues as 
landscape preservation, management of public parks, and 
protection of forest preserves. In an 1890 issue he might 
have seen a comprehensive bibliography of world garden 
literature by henry Codman, Olmsted Sr.’s partner and 
Sargent’s nephew. And he would have read frequently 
about the great parks and palace grounds of europe, as 
well as horticultural advances being made at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens at Kew (england) and other centers of 
research abroad. here too Waugh became acquainted 
with Charles eliot’s thoughts on the preservation of the 
Waverly Oaks at Belmont, on a metropolitan park system 
for Boston that in its design would emphasize the region’s 
outstanding natural features and watersheds, and on land-
scape forestry as a process for restoring natural beauty.
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Waugh would also have read in its pages many articles 
on the art of landscape gardening by the art critic Mariana 
Griswold Van Rensselaer, later published in Art Out-of-
Doors. Waugh would use a quotation from her book as 
his opening epigraph in the Book of Landscape Gardening, 
and it seems clear that she provided him with the vocabu-
lary to discuss gardening as an art. Van Rensselaer’s con-
ceptions harmonized with those of Olmsted, as they strongly 
argued for landscape architecture as a profession. Indeed, 
more and more as time went on, Garden and Forest was 
aimed at documenting and even defining the profession in 
concept and detail. As the century came to a close and 
publication ceased (in 1897), Garden and Forest had gone 
a long way toward shaping that profession. 

Van Rensselaer’s articles would have resonated strongly 
with Waugh given his own artistic sensibilities and inter-
est in the fine arts—not only as a landscape designer, but 
also as a serious photographer, accomplished flutist, and, 
later in life, a master printmaker. his student Albert D. 
Taylor said Waugh was blessed “with a brilliant analyti-
cal mind, and with outstanding talent as an administra-
tor, teacher, writer, artist, and musician.”9

By all accounts Waugh’s artistry and creativity extended 
to his teaching—inside the classroom and out. In 1899, 
Waugh remarked, “I have always conducted my classes on 
the assumption that, while no student is likely to become a 
landscape gardener, all are bound to see many of the beau-
tiful pictures in Nature’s gallery, and these they ought to 
understand and enjoy.”10 For many years in Massachusetts 
he offered the college’s only instruction in art apprecia-
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tion, using great paintings (especially the work of the 
French landscape artist Corot, of which he owned a set of 
prints) to inspire a love of landscape and illustrate the uni-
versal principles of fine art. Outdoor study was fundamen-
tal to Waugh’s approach (he once commented that even 
the study of economics would be greatly humanized if only 
students could meet the subject in the garden). exercises 
in plant identification would dispatch Waugh’s students 
across the campus and into the surrounding hills in search 
of climbing vines or native asters. For advanced students 
the campus became an ideal laboratory where, under 
Waugh’s tutelage, they examined real-life problems and 
were given the opportunity to execute their own designs.

Waugh’s best-known exercise, “landscape links,” led 
students through a series of outdoor viewpoints—a pro-
cess he compared to an afternoon walk where “one tramps 
leisurely from point to point, stopping to contemplate at 
ease each good view.”11 To compare landscape art with 
the fine art of music, he would encourage his students to 
listen to the music of a free-flowing stream, and, seated 
on a ledge-like boulder, he would play his flute in cadence 
with the sound of “water running downhill.” Such lessons 
were memorable and appealed to nonprofessional as well 
as professional students. 

Among the important elements in the wide network 
that Garden and Forest brought together were the nation’s 
land-grant colleges and their agricultural experiment 
stations, which were geared toward the practical and 
often economically productive aspects of agriculture. This 
became the professional context for Waugh’s career as he 



“Flute and Brook harmonize in a Duet,” self-portrait published in American 
Forests and Forestry Life, June 1925. UMass Special Collections.
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moved eastward, from Kansas and Oklahoma to Vermont, 
and then to Massachusetts. his horticultural professors 
in Kansas were correspondents for the magazine, and the 
greenhouse superintendent was a regular contributor. 
Seventeen of Waugh’s own earliest pieces, on subjects as 
varied as native plums, timber culture in Kansas, orchid-
flowering cannas, and the islands of Lake Champlain, 
were written for Garden and Forest. Waugh, in an 1897 
letter to the editor, even assumed the persona of a bicyclist 
and expressed outrage at the billboards that marred the 
beauty of country roads—an opinion he shared with 
Stiles, the editor.12 This piece foreshadowed his later ad-
vocacy for rural improvements and landscape protection. 
Waugh seemed to announce with those varied pieces the 
remarkable breadth of interest that remained one of the 
distinctive hallmarks of his very productive life. 

In addition to the land-grant community, many readers 
of Garden and Forest belonged to state horticultural 
societies, which were often founded by well-connected 
and scientifically knowledgeable people. Waugh presented 
his earliest ideas about landscape gardening in a lecture 
to the Vermont horticultural Society—which quickly 
became an article in The Country Gentleman in 1898 and 
was expanded to become the Book of Landscape Garden-
ing a year later.13 A decade later, Waugh similarly pre-
sented a study on American practice and practitioners at 
a meeting of the long-standing Massachusetts horti-
cultural Society, where it seems he became acquainted 
with Boston’s preeminent landscape architects, Frederick 
Law Olmsted Jr. and Warren Manning.
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With his move to Vermont in 1895 and his early writ-
ing for Garden and Forest, Waugh was beginning to vig-
orously extend his connections within the domains of 
horticulture, landscape gardening, and publishing. During 
this early period he traveled to Ithaca, New York, to study 
briefly at Cornell with Liberty hyde Bailey, the leading 
horticulturist in America, who was at the time assembling 
his comprehensive, multivolume Cyclopedia of American 
Horticulture. (For the 1906 edition Waugh wrote entries 
on beets, plums, carrots, cucumbers, lilies, salad plants, 

portrait of Liberty hyde Bailey. UMass 
Special Collections.



introductionxxviii

and “horticulture in Vermont.”) Waugh found in Bailey 
not only a rich source of knowledge but a deeply sympa-
thetic spirit who loved nature, greatly revered the American 
farmer, and was an admirable model as a scientist and 
mentor. he later wrote that not only his own career but 
the entire field of nonprofessional landscape education 
were “inscribed” with Bailey’s name and “freshened by 
[his] touch.”14 In each edition of the Book of Landscape 
Gardening Waugh used Bailey’s words from the book 
Garden-Making (1898) as an epigraph to his own chapter 
on unity: “every yard should be a picture . . . with every 
feature contributing its part to one strong and homoge-
neous effect” (BLG, 11).

Bailey’s encouragement of Waugh’s writing and his 
high opinion of Waugh’s scientific acumen instilled great 
confidence in the younger man and led him to explore new 
avenues in journalism. In 1898 he became horticultural 
editor for The Country Gentleman, one of the nation’s old-
est weeklies devoted to agriculture and rural life, a posi-
tion he held for thirteen years. In the meantime he wrote 
as well for Country Life in America, initially edited by 
Bailey, and several other magazines. 

The connection with Bailey introduced Waugh to other 
interesting and powerful people who would further enrich 
his life and work—for example, the publisher Frank 
Doubleday and his wife Nellie, who both wrote about 
gardening (she under the pseudonym Neltje Blanchan). 
Doubleday published Country Life in America and in 
1905 introduced Garden Magazine, whose first issue car-
ried an article on foxgloves written by Waugh and another 
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on irises written by Blanchan and illustrated with photo-
graphs by Waugh. In 1909 Blanchan wrote the lively and 
informative American Flower Garden, known for its strik-
ing photographs taken by pioneers in horticultural pho-
tography such as J. horace McFarland. 

probably through Bailey, Waugh met McFarland, one 

“A German Iris,” in the first issue of The 
Garden Magazine, February 1905.



of the most effective figures of the progressive era. 
McFarland operated a printing business with extraordi-
nary capabilities—particularly his pioneering methods of 
photographic engraving with color. Waugh’s own artistry 
in photography seems to have been sharpened by his 
association with McFarland, who encouraged his ven-
tures into the genre of America’s photo-Secession move-
ment (he emulated the work of Gertrude Kasebier, Frank 
eugene, and edward Steichen) and portraiture (he pho-
tographed famous individuals including Robert Frost and 
president William howard Taft). Not only was McFarland’s 
press used by Doubleday and the Macmillan Company 

portrait of Robert Frost. UMass Special Collections.
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(Bailey’s publisher), but McFarland was a zealous advo-
cate of the City Beautiful movement and the preservation 
of outstanding American scenery.

As president of the American Civic Association, which 
was founded in 1904 (Waugh was a member), McFarland 
was highly successful in marshaling professional support 
for the promotion of urban parks, civic planning, and 
scenery preservation, and he ignited a grassroots move-
ment that provided popular support for civic improve-
ments across the nation. McFarland supported the clean-up 
and restoration of Niagara Falls, and, along with John 
Muir and John Burroughs, he battled passionately but 
unsuccessfully against the building of a dam in the hetch 
hetchy Valley of Yosemite National park. 

Waugh took on many of McFarland’s causes. In fact, 
during the Yosemite crisis, Waugh and McFarland corre-
sponded often, and later when McFarland asked Waugh’s 
advice on the ablest landscape architect to help spearhead 
the joint ACA and ASLA campaign to establish a national 
park service, Waugh suggested two—Olmsted Jr., and 
Manning.15 McFarland was well acquainted with Manning, 
who under McFarland’s supervision had designed the 
waterfront park and improvements for McFarland’s home 
town, harrisburg, pennsylvania. The ACA president, 
however, selected Olmsted, in large part due to his leader-
ship on the McMillan Commission for the design of the 
nation’s capital and the firm’s established reputation in 
landscape preservation, which dated to the late 1860s, 
when the elder Olmsted, who chaired the Yosemite Board 
of Commissioners, wrote the pivotal report leading to  
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the creation of the first Yosemite park by the State of 
California. 

Also important was Waugh’s friendship with Wilhelm 
Miller, who was Bailey’s assistant editor on the Cyclopedia 
and became the editor of Doubleday’s Garden Magazine 
(beautifully printed by McFarland’s company). Miller 
would go on to write several important books, including 
one about the midwestern landscape architecture of Jens 
Jensen and O. C. Simonds, Prairie Spirit in Landscape 
Gardening (1915, rpt. 2003 by LALh). Miller became well 
known for his advocacy of native plants and disapproval 
of exotics, which he adamantly argued for in The “Illinois 
Way” of Beautifying the Farm (1914). Waugh admired 
Miller’s What England Can Teach Us about Gardening 
(1911), praising it as “a book of dashing criticism illumi-
nating many of our American problems” (BLG, 231). Miller 
enlisted Waugh for the first issue of Garden Magazine. 
With his piece “All the Foxgloves Worth Cultivating,” 
Waugh reached a knowledgeable set of readers who had 
keen interests in particular plant genera—members of 
gardening societies who considered themselves amateur 
horticulturists and landscape designers. This was a some-
what new audience for Waugh, and Miller clearly appreci-
ated Waugh’s versatility as a writer and photographer.16

Waugh and Miller corresponded for many years, sharing 
a common interest in preserving the native character of 
the rural countryside, particularly in the early years of the 
agricultural extension movement when Miller, working for 
the University of Illinois, drew attention to what he called 
the “prairie spirit” of midwestern landscape design and 



became an advocate of the use of native plants on farms, 
private estates, roadsides, and public parks. Characteristic 
of Miller was his advice in the epigraph for the chapter on 
hardy perennials that “those effects which grow naturally 
out of the soil and out of true economy will be recognized 
as the most artistic” (BLG, 187). 

early in the century Waugh also became friendly with 
Jensen, whose naturalistic work creating idealized land-
scapes with native plantings and landforms evocative of 
the plains deeply impressed him. he and Jensen became 
regular correspondents, and it soon became obvious that 
Waugh had real sympathy for Jensen’s view that American 
designers “study our own conditions and develop some-
thing that harmonizes with our climate and our people.”17 

View of Wilder hall, ca. 1919, showing Waugh’s choice of a hillside setting 
overlooking the campus pond and landscape design with shrubbery and 
vines. UMass Special Collections. photographer unknown.
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After seven years in Vermont, Waugh moved with his 
family to Amherst in 1902, where he immediately estab-
lished and became head of the Department of Landscape 
Gardening at Massachusetts Agricultural College (now 
University of Massachusetts Amherst). The first such 
program in the United States had started at harvard just 
two years before, and Waugh’s, designed as a four-year 
curriculum, began admitting students in 1903. At the end 
of the decade Waugh wrote a piece called “Ten of My 
Boys,” about graduates of the program and their thriving 
careers in the new profession of landscape architecture.18 
he was very attentive to his students’ employment pros-
pects, and he helped place them in good situations, includ-
ing the offices of the Olmsted Brothers, Jens Jensen, 
Warren Manning, and John Nolen. 

A measure of Waugh’s influence over the years was the 
quality of his students and the scope of their work. They 
included John Noyes, who for many years was the chief 
landscape architect at the Missouri Botanical Garden in St. 
Louis; Stephen hamblin, who worked for Warren Manning, 
taught at harvard, and was director of the botanical gar-
den there; Conrad Wirth—son of the Minneapolis park 
superintendent Theodore Wirth—who became director 
of the National park Service in the 1950s, after directing 
the training and work of president Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 
Civilian Conservation Corps in the national and state 
parks two decades earlier; earle Draper, who, after work-
ing for John Nolen, developed over three hundred subdi-
visions, campuses, cemeteries, estates, and parks; John 
W. Gregg, who headed the landscape gardening and flori-
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culture program at the University of California in Berkeley 
and who invited Waugh west to teach a summer course in 
1924 and introduced him to the outstanding formal land-
scape work in Mediterranean styles then burgeoning in 
California—an experience that influenced his writing of 
the Formal Design in Landscape Architecture in 1927; and 
Albert D. Taylor, one of the first MAC graduates, who by 
the late 1920s had offices in Cleveland and Florida and 
employed a dozen or more landscape architects, some of 
them also Waugh’s students. In his 1943 tribute to Waugh 
in Landscape Architecture, Taylor wrote: “No single indi-
vidual has done more to inspire the layman to live a richer 
life by bringing to his home surroundings the orderly and 
attractive elements of landscape architecture.”19 

Of all Waugh’s students perhaps hamblin most closely 
expressed his teacher’s ideas about landscape gardening 
and art. By the mid 1920s hamblin was emerging as an 
authority on the expressive use of plants in landscape 
design and an early proponent of an ecological approach 
to planting. Writing in a 1924 issue of the ASLA quar-
terly, Landscape Architecture, he drew attention to the 
artistry of planting that could be observed in the work of 
well-known landscape architects, and urged readers to 
study such work in great detail. hamblin offered advice 
on “a study of ecology to be used in art,” and wrote, “Much 
that nature does we can adopt wholly or adapt to the 
requirements of civilization. Then in each wood and field 
we can suggest plants to be added, to continue the work 
of the genius of nature, or bring in the feeling of the pres-
ence of humanity.”20
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hamblin’s words identify a central theme that emerged 
in Waugh’s work during the second and third decades of 
the twentieth century as his focus shifted from horticul-
ture to, first, a concern about the declining state of rural 
America and, second, a strong advocacy for the preserva-
tion of the natural beauty and richness of American wil-
derness. Waugh directed his writings to describing how 
damaged park and forest land should be restored, how 
beautiful natural landscapes could be preserved and  
at the same time be made accessible for public pleasure, 
and how planting should be done ecologically so as to re-
create nature as sympathetically as possible.

In 1980, Conrad Wirth recalled his teacher. “[he] went 
into depth on the relationship between man and the natu-
ral environment. he . . . believed that man-made landscape 
developments, to be successful, must meet the needs of the 
people and that the natural elements were a part of these 
needs. [he] proceeded on the principle that man’s advanced 
culture and social development required certain modern 
conveniences but that these utilities should not be ugly or 
destructive of the needed natural environment.”21

In Waugh’s first decade at MAC he wrote extensively about 
horticultural subjects in particular, publishing books with 
Orange Judd on apple orchards, plum growing, fruit har-
vesting and marketing, and systematic pomology. In 1902 
he was a founder of the Society for horticultural Science 
along with Liberty hyde Bailey. Waugh also wrote many 
pieces for experimental station bulletins. In 1908 he under-
took a survey of past and practicing American landscape 



architects, the results of which he published in The 
Country Gentleman and Park and Cemetery. In 1910 his 
illustrated book The Landscape Beautiful (also published 
by Orange Judd) contained much of this material in the 
form of essays based on his lectures and classroom 
exercises.22

The same year he traveled to europe for seven months. 
During this period he wrote twenty-four pieces for The 
Country Gentleman, sometimes sending several for a 
single issue. he wrote—characteristically—about a wide 
variety of subjects: roses, apples, a butter boycott, urban 
woodlands, horticultural education, street markets, 
music, and the labor problem. While in Berlin he studied 
at the Royal horticultural School with the landscape 
architect Willy Lange, whose writings had caught his 
attention several years earlier, perhaps at the suggestion 
of Jens Jensen. Lange’s work fascinated Waugh, who 

“An Old Orchard of Northern Spy.” The American Apple Orchard (1908).



A garden theater in a Dresden park, drawn from a pace survey in July 
1910. Outdoor Theaters (1917).
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described the German landscape architect as one who 
“wants his gardens running over full of flowers” and for 
whom “design is a thoroughly subordinate matter.” Lange’s 
love of nature, horticultural knowledge, and ecological 
approach to landscape design would profoundly influence 
Waugh for many years to come. Waugh simply explained 
Lange’s ecological method as one where “plants should  
be assembled in a garden in their natural relationships to-
gether with one another in nature, placing such a plant society 
in its proper soil and on its proper geologic formation.”23 

An important outcome of his study of Lange and other 
naturalistic designers was the 1917 book The Natural Style 
of Landscape Gardening. Though the book was criticized 
by his peers for its references to the “landscape spirit,” for 
Waugh, who advocated an empirical approach to design that 
involved close study of natural forms, it was the designer’s 
ability to “clarify and interpret the spirit of the place” that 
distinguished the work of a true artist.24 Waugh adopted 
Lange’s ideas about motive (which he once called Lange’s 
“hobby”) as a principle of artistic design. he introduced 
the concept in his book on the natural style, thus laying the 
groundwork for a new chapter that described the brook and 
pine tree motives in some detail and appeared in the final 
edition of the Book of Landscape Gardening. In the mid-
1920s, Waugh began engaging his students in projects that 
applied Lange’s ecological method to American conditions. 
These studies—on topics such as running water, the ecology 
of the roadside, and physiography of lakes and ponds—are 
considered by many to be Waugh’s greatest contributions 
to twentieth-century landscape architecture. 
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Waugh maintained his european connections, and 
years later he was invited by the German writer Marie 
Luise Gothein to contribute to her two-volume History of 
Garden Art, which then as now was considered a standard 
reference work. The first two editions, in 1914 and 1924, 
were written in German, but when the third edition 
appeared in 1928 it was translated into english for the 
first time and included a new section, “Landscape Archi-
tecture in North America,” written by Waugh.25 This was 
a personal and professional triumph for Waugh, signifying 
not only his role as one of the chief chroniclers of the field, 
but also international recognition for the accomplishments 
of America’s practitioners—past and present. 

The years after he returned from Germany marked two 
new directions in Waugh’s work, each running parallel to 
and reinforcing the other. Both were logical outgrowths of 
his interest in the art of developing and protecting beautiful 
landscapes. First was his involvement in what he called 
“country planning,” and second was his consulting for the 
United States Forest Service on landscape engineering and 
planning in national forests. Both emerged from a sense 
of the landscape being irrevocably altered and, in some 
cases, lost altogether. Waugh regretted the disappearance 
of, for example, the bluestem grasses and sage on the 
plains and their replacement with corn and wheat; the 
loss of one of the most beautiful valleys in Yosemite to 
support the growth of metropolitan San Francisco; the 
loss of great forests to slash-and-burn timber cutting; and 
the disorderly precipitous growth of cities. For him these 
were all interconnected. 
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Waugh returned home from Germany to find support 
growing for rural improvement—not only as a result of 
the findings of the Commission on Country Life chaired 
by Bailey, but also as a special interest of MAC’s presi-
dent, Kenyon Butterfield, who was an acclaimed rural 
economist, had served on the commission, and was eager 
to encourage the college’s work in this direction. In 1913 
Waugh hired p. h. elwood Jr., a graduate of Bailey’s pro-
gram, as the college’s first instructor of civic improve-
ment. Together they examined all the elements of rural 
communities—roads, schools, farms, cross-roads, rail sta-
tions, village centers, parks, and playgrounds—and they 
collaborated on a number of technical bulletins aimed at 
farmers and community leaders. Many of these were also 
published in American City, one of the first journals 
devoted to planning in the United States. In 1914 Waugh 
published Rural Improvement, his first book on the topic, 
which drew on his and elwood’s experience as well as his 
own observations on country planning in Canada and 
Germany. 

Waugh’s efforts remained overshadowed by city plan-
ning, which had emerged as its own discipline in the first 
two decades of the twentieth century. he did, however, 
win the support of the ACA, McFarland’s organization, 
which published his early pamphlet Country Planning in 
1915, and Bailey, who in addition to chairing president 
Theodore Roosevelt’s Country Life Commission in 1908 
paid highest tribute to the American farmer in his book 
The Holy Earth (1915). Waugh even convinced the editors 
of American City to issue a special “town and country” 
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edition each month for several years, and he garnered the 
support of the Russell Sage Foundation in setting up a 
clearinghouse to promote country planning and sponsor-
ing a conference devoted to the topic at MAC in the early 
1920s. 

Waugh became more and more concerned about the 
inevitability of change and its physical effect on rural com-
munities and the open countryside, and in 1924 he pub-
lished a full-length book, Country Planning, in which he 
attempted to set out planning principles that could be 
applied systematically and rationally to the problems of 
the country. he insisted that city planning as it was devel-
oping—indeed regional planning too—virtually ignored 
the country, producing decisions that benefited the city 
only, and he wrote with notable vigor that the physical 
problems of the country were largely matters of public 
property that had to be addressed with public money, 
expertise, and time. Aiming at an audience of farmers, 
homeowners, and community leaders, Waugh wrote: 
“Changes are being constantly made. Farms are sold, 
subdivided or consolidated. New land is opened up and 
settled. New roads are built. . . . New schoolhouses have 
to be built, new county buildings provided, even new 
parks, forests and playgrounds. . . . Since changes must 
come, since some are much better than others, and since 
they all involve expenditures of money, it is much the best 
to foresee them and plan for them. planning for such 
inevitable changes in the country is country planning. 
And that’s all there is to it.” 26 

Waugh’s thinking quickly transcended his formative 
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ideas about rural improvements and the “landscape beau-
tiful,” and he began to address the highly politicized issues 
of land use. his concern for land use went far beyond the 
preservation of notable scenic and historic features and 
by the mid-1930s extended into the national dialogue 
about the utilization of natural resources. To a large 
extent Waugh was a pioneer in land-use planning; in this 
he joined O. C. Simonds, Benton MacKaye, and Warren 
Manning (who wrote passionately about these issues in 
his 1919 National plan). 

The disturbing trends Waugh saw in 1924 were not 
reversed; thirteen years later in “physical Aspects of 
Country planning” he railed again at city planning: “The 
country, if considered at all, is regarded merely as that 
area where the city gets its food, water, and exercise. Grand 
parkways are projected through miles of rural landscape, 
beginning at one city and ending in another. . . . Does the 
city want a bath? The engineers go out into the country 
and make a new reservoir, condemning another 50 or 100 
square miles of territory for the purpose, dispossessing the 
farmers, extinguishing country villages, and even obliter-
ating the cemeteries. The forefathers, trying to get a little 
quiet sleep, are peremptorily exhumed and carted off to 
the official dump.” Waugh’s response here was triggered 
by the bitter conflict that arose close to home between big 
city interests and rural communities over plans to dam 
the Swift River and create a huge reservoir in the hills 
east of Amherst. The project would provide abundant 
water for metropolitan Boston but sacrifice five country 
villages (which meant also relocating the village cemeter-
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ies). Waugh’s focus on land use continued: “Our original 
land subdivision seems to have been based on the idea 
that all forests were to be extinguished and all land con-
verted into farms. We now know that this was a tragic 
mistake.” In this article he examined the disappearance of 
back-country roads in favor of highways and greater speed. 
Such slow roads, Waugh believed, were of great impor-
tance for keeping travelers truly in touch with rural life 
and beautiful landscape. he ended the piece thus: “Finally 
there is ever to be considered the whole outlook—the coun-
try landscape with all its hills, valleys, streams, lakes, for-
ests, and cultivated fields—a commodity which, as I firmly 
hold, is of the very greatest importance to all our civiliza-
tion. Cities, libraries, picture galleries might be destroyed 
and built again, but if we lose the landscape we lose our 
own souls completely and irrevocably.”27

The principles behind country planning were similar 
to those that informed Waugh’s work with the national 
forests for nearly twenty years. Of particular relevance 
was his understanding of the natural style of landscape 
design, which was based on natural forms and as much as 
possible used native plants. Visually, Waugh described 
the natural style as “unsymmetrical, not obviously bal-
anced, not apparently enclosed and not marked by visible 
boundaries.” 28 Furthermore he developed ecological ideas 
about natural plant communities, and natural conditions 
of growth such as soil, drainage, and climate, that were of 
key importance in guiding landscape architects in the 
parks and forests, especially where restoration of land or 
water was needed and mass plantings desirable. The art 



of grouping trees was another measure fundamental to 
the natural style, and he realized that for most cases a 
group of five or more was most appropriate and most 
reflective of plant communities in nature. For Waugh the 
landscape work in the national forests and parks, which 
would accelerate in the 1930s with the establishment of 
the Civilian Conservation Corps, offered the natural style 

“Sugar Loaf Mountain—A Massachusetts State park.” Textbook of 
Landscape Gardening (1922).
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“the greatest opportunities offered to any art at any time 
in the world’s history.”29

In this work he had an immediate impact on larger poli-
cies. Between 1917 and 1936, Waugh spent many summers 
consulting for the United States Forest Service, making 
recommendations on the design of roads, campgrounds, 
headquarters sites, trails, and outstanding viewpoints and 
vistas within the national forests—what in 1918 he called 
“landscape engineering.” In the early years he developed a 
plan for Grand Canyon Village (when it was still a national 
forest); later he would travel to the forests of Colorado, 
Utah, California, the Southern Appalachians, and Oregon, 
and in 1930 he served on a prestigious three-member panel 
(with Olmsted Jr. and John Merriam of the Carnegie 
Institution) to advise Congress on recreational planning 
for the Mount hood National Forest.

While ASLA and ACA were campaigning for the 
establishment of a National park Service, Waugh began 
to envision the national park concept in a much broader 
context—one that extended from national forests and 
parks to national monuments, state parks and forests, 
local reservations, and even the public highway. he saw 
the designation of landscape reservations at various levels 
of government as one of the most important developments 
in the history of American landscape architecture—one 
that distinguished American design from its european 
precedents. equally great, however, was his concern that 
the American public be aware of the nation’s rich legacy 
of landscape reservations, and find in them pleasure and 
recreation. In the Scientific Monthly in 1918 he wrote: 
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“Through a considerable effort the public is slowly becom- 
ing conscious of their physical magnificence, their wide 
extent, their unsurpassed scenery, their overpowering 
grandeur. Still there is little popular appreciation of the 
significance of the national park idea itself. Nothing like 
this system of recreation grounds was ever established 
in any country in the world before, nor was there ever 
any similar undertaking of such tremendous reach, such 
high human possibilities.” 30 To Waugh a sound national 
park policy entailed centralized oversight for the entire 
domain of American parks—national parks and forests, 
state parks and forests, reservations held in private trust, 
county and rural parks, and parkways—regardless of who 
administered or managed these lands.

In the 1930s, as the Great Depression deepened, Con-
rad Wirth, who had become an assistant director of the 
National park Service heading up the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps efforts in state parks, asked Waugh to write a 
technical manual that would be a compilation of his ideas 
on recreation in the parks and forests, and would cover 
land reclamation, development of lakes, and the creation 
of trails and campgrounds. Wirth’s idea was to get good 
technical information and clear discussion of basic prin-
ciples to the CCC camps and the many landscape archi-
tects who supervised the work in both national and state 
parks and forests throughout the country. First issued 
in 1935 in typescript, the manual was called Landscape 
Conservation: Planning for the Restoration, Conserva-
tion, and Utilization of Wild Lands for Parks and For-
ests. In great detail the manual treated trail placement 
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and grading; view points and vistas; the use of bonfires 
and outdoor theaters (two subjects of special interest to 
Waugh); shaping tree plantations to harmonize with the 
natural surroundings; preservation of physiographic fea-
tures such as rock formations and sand dunes; re-creating 
vegetation around developed lakes in natural concentric 
zones; and assuring that landscape architects had a com-
plete knowledge of the vegetation in any given park or 
forest before they began to work.31

Landscape Conservation was an outgrowth of Waugh’s 
work for the national forests, his earlier thinking on the 
natural style, and ecological studies he conducted with 
his students in the late 1920s and had published in Land-
scape Architecture several years before.32 It was serialized 
in Parks and Recreation, the journal of the organization 
of park superintendents, and in 1937 it was republished as 
a training manual for the CCC organization aimed at 
preparing enrollees for future careers in park design as 
well as for their day-to-day fieldwork. 

The preservation of America’s scenic wonders and native 
landscape was a twofold effort—requiring the professional 
skills of the landscape architect and the heartfelt advo-
cacy of an educated and appreciative public. In 1922, 
Waugh had written: “The professional landscape architect 
should be first of all an artist, capable of seeing, feeling, 
and understanding . . . the beauties of the landscape, and 
capable, too, of interpreting these beauties to others.” 33 In 
the chapter on landscape reservations, which first appeared 
in the 1926 edition of the Book of Landscape Gardening, 
Waugh describes what he sees as the “layman’s” duty to 
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understand and enjoy the “glorious landscape preserved  
. . . in these noble parks and forests.” he wrote, “As one 
sees more and more of the best landscapes one’s apprecia-
tion grows. . . . Our duty and our privilege are to see what 
is good and enjoy it.” This Waugh believed was one of the 
great “benefits imparted by landscape gardening” (pp. 
157–59). 

Though Frank Waugh did not join the ASLA until long 
after its establishment (serving then as head of the com-
mittee on landscape extension work), and though he was 
a practitioner only in a limited sense, he was during most 
of his life deeply engaged in the issues facing professional 
practitioners. he became friends with many of them, 
worked with them, found work for his students in their 
offices, and prepared a number of students for graduate 
studies at Cornell or harvard. he obviously knew the uni-
verse of landscape architects as well as anyone in America. 
his contributions to the field, through his students, through 
his voluminous writings especially on art, the natural 
style, and the formal style, and through the country plan-
ning and park and forest work, are a good deal more sub-
stantial and lasting than is commonly recognized. Modern 
environmental thinkers would find in him an astute ally.

One wonders about Waugh’s persistence in using the 
term “landscape gardening” long after the profession in 
the United States became known as “landscape architec-
ture.” In 1899, when the Book of Landscape Gardening 
first appeared, Waugh defended the term on the basis 
that it was associated with the english gardening tradi-
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tion and called attention “to the lowlier problems” which 
were of greatest concern to the general public and for 
which an understanding of artistic principles was most 
needed. Later editions resounded with Waugh’s concern 
for the common landscape and echoed his early dictum: 
“All persons ought to endeavor to understand the meth-
ods and aims of landscape art, as they endeavor to master 
the alphabet of literature.” 34 

Waugh remained convinced that “landscape garden-
ing” was the domain of the average American and cer-
tainly an appropriate title for a book intended as “a simple 
introduction to the simplest principles which rule in the 
realm of our art, and which indeed rule in a large part of 
our lives” (BLG, x). Although he claims in the 1926 edi-
tion that both terms—along with “landscape engineer-
ing” and “landscape design”—are interchangeable, he 
clearly uses “landscape architecture” only in references to 
the profession and its practitioners, as is apparent in the 
preface and the chapter on landscape reservations. 

Gradually Waugh would come to accept the term he 
had criticized for being “too long,” having “too large a 
sound,” and suggesting “princely and magnificent under-
takings” (BLG, 5). In fact, the year before the final edition 
appeared, he wrote in an article, “American Ideals in 
Landscape Architecture,” in Landscape Architecture that 
the passage of twenty-five years since the ASLA’s found-
ing made it possible to define a “steadily clarified vision of 
ideals” at least as far as professional practice was con-
cerned.35 About this time he also changed the name of his 
department from “landscape gardening” to “landscape 
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architecture.” When Waugh’s treatise on the formal style 
appeared in 1927, the intended title, The Formal Garden 
in America (BLG, 223), had become Formal Design in 
Landscape Architecture.

In Waugh’s mind the distinction between the needs of 
the average homeowner and those of the professional 
practitioner had become more apparent as the profession 
took form and expanded in the early decades of the twen-
tieth century. In an attempt to make “timely additions 
without destroying the freshness of a youthful book” (p. 
ix), Waugh orchestrated a number of changes while main-
taining most of the original text. The changes to the Book 
of Landscape Gardening offer some closing insights into 
his thinking and the far-reaching nature of his life and 
career.

The most dramatic change in the 1926 edition is Waugh’s 
choice of new photographs, many of which he had taken 
himself. Through these photographs, readers join Waugh 
and his neighbors in their modest but comfortable home 
grounds and gardens, and they enter Waugh’s universe—
a college campus that conveys a dignified rural aesthetic, 
tree-lined streets that evoke a village ideal, and places 
near and far (Japan, england, Germany, California, the 
Midwest, and the Berkshire hills) where he at some time 
in his life sought inspiration and intellectual satisfac-
tion.36 These include a view of the Kürfurstliches Schloss, 
the royal palace at Koblenz on the Rhine (which first 
appeared in the 1912 edition), recalling the great influ-
ence that Waugh’s 1910 sabbatical to Germany had on his 
own education and career (p. 88). The images depicting 
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the gardens of Japan do not appear to be Waugh’s own; 
instead they seem to anticipate his deepening interest in 
the cultures of Japan and China—places he would visit in 
the 1930s and depict in several of the etchings he pro-
duced in his later years. 

Also noteworthy are the images of Waugh’s own work 
on the MAC campus in Amherst. primarily executed in 
the natural style, these designs included the campus pond 
shown through a tracery of sumac and cut-leaved maple 
(p. 119), his greatly prized rhododendron garden in full 
flower (p. 182), and the open lawns with foreground trees 
that provided a dignified and naturalistic setting for the 
Alumni Memorial Building, which was built in 1922 as 
both war memorial and student union (p. 62).

Whereas earlier editions depicted the great works at 
Versailles, Olmsted and Vaux’s Central and prospect 
parks, Jensen’s humboldt and Garfield parks, and the 
famous Italian garden at h. h. hunnewell’s estate in 
Wellesley, Massachusetts, the 1926 edition purposefully 
avoids naming the places illustrated in the text, giving at 
most a regional or national affiliation. Only a handful 
can be recognized as the work of well-known designers; 
these include what appears to be the Rubens estate in 
Glencoe, Illinois, by Jens Jensen (p. 100); the sunken Ital-
ian garden at Brookside, in Great Barrington, Massachu-
setts, by Ferruccio Vitale (p. 78); the grounds and gardens 
designed by the renowned sculptor Daniel Chester French 
for Chesterwood, his summer home in Stockbridge, Mas-
sachusetts (pp. 16 and 116); and Spring Grove Cemetery 
(p. 54) in Cincinnati, laid out by the German-trained 



landscape architect Adolph Strauch, whose “lawn method” 
greatly influenced Waugh, as it did O. C. Simonds, enabling 
them to reconcile the formality of classical architecture 
with the naturalistic landscape—be it a cemetery or a col-
lege campus. 

Also striking are the new epigraphs Waugh weaves 
into the text—one from Simonds’s Landscape-Garden-
ing (1920) praising the beauty of “undulating” fields where 
“the grown crop waves in the wind” (BLG, 132); another 
expressing the sentiment of a twentieth-century British 
poet tracing the song of a nightingale “from lawn to lawn 
down terraces of sound” (p. 113). And not at all surprising 
is the German text by Willy Lange which exalts the 
tumultuous and evocative power of water in its wildest 
and most elemental, primeval forms (p. 118).

entrance to garden designed by Daniel Chester French for his studio at 
Chesterwood in Stockbridge, Massachusetts. Formal Design in Land-
scape Architecture (1927).



Finally, as a fitting closing to the book, we find the auto-
biographical verse of Chinese poet T’ao Ch’ien (from the 
period of Six Dynasties), who, having retired to his beloved 
country home, his plowing done and his seeds sown, once 
more finds himself content to sit and read (p. 227). Some 
readers may wonder if Waugh is alluding here to his own 
approaching retirement, but with almost twenty-five years 
of managing the landscape and horticultural programs at 
MAC behind him and thirteen years ahead before man-
datory retirement, his career was far from over. The pub-
lication of the Book of Landscape Gardening in 1926 did, 
however, mark a turning point in that career as his inter-
ests shifted from the American home and village toward 
the conservation of natural areas through the blending of 
artistic principles and ecological methods. The impact of 

Frank and Alice Waugh in their home garden on the campus of Massa-
chusetts Agricultural College. Formal Design in Landscape Architecture 
(1927). 



Vine-laden farmhouse “by the side of the road,” the Waugh family home 
on the grounds of Massachusetts Agricultural College. UMass Special 
Collections. photographer unknown.

professor Waugh cultivating his vegetable garden. Textbook of Land-
scape Gardening (1922). 
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the changes to the final edition, bringing it away from an 
illustrated lecture series and more toward a book suit- 
able for a homeowner’s fireside reading, is large indeed—
undoubtedly a true measure of Waugh’s strong beliefs that 
“the fundamental principles on which landscape architec-
ture rests do not change” and that the power to improve 
the American landscape and to preserve what is already 
beautiful must be given to ordinary people. 
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